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History and Final Disposition 
 LD 2247 / HP1608 
An Act To Continue Maine's Leadership in Covering the Uninsured. Presented by 
Representative PINGREE of North Haven; Cosponsored by Senator SULLIVAN of York and 
Representatives: BRAUTIGAM of Falmouth, CANAVAN of Waterville, CROCKETT of 
Augusta, CUMMINGS of Portland, FAIRCLOTH of Bangor, PRIEST of Brunswick, Senators: 
BOWMAN of York, EDMONDS of Cumberland, MARTIN of Aroostook, MITCHELL of 
Kennebec. Referred to Joint Standing Committee on Insurance and Financial Services. 
Public Hearing 03/13/08. Report A (OTP-AM) Accepted 04/15/08. Amended by: CA H-
914 HB/CA H-1013 SA S-644 SC/CA S-640. Final Disposition: Enacted, Signed 04/16/08, 
PUBLIC LAWS, Chapter 629. People's Veto: Parts D, E, and F of the Enacted Law were 
repealed by People's Veto 11/04/08 (In favor of repeal: 462,818; Opposed: 253,026) 
  
Original Bill  
 LD 2247 (123rd Legis. 2008) 
  
Analyst's Summary of Bill and Enacted Law 
 LD 2247 / PL 2007, c. 629 
  
Committee Materials 
 Joint Standing Committee on Insurance and Financial Services 
● (Available on request—please include the following citation: cf123-LD-2247.pdf) 
  
New Drafts and Amendments 
 Amendment CA (H-914) (LD 2247 2008) (Report A) (Passed) 
 Amendment CB (H-915) (LD 2247 2008) (Report C) 
 Amendment SA/CA (S-636) (LD 2247 2008) 
 Amendment SB/CA (S-637) (LD 2247 2008) 
 Amendment SC/CA (S-640) (LD 2247 2008) (Passed) 
 Amendment SA/CB (S-641) (LD 2247 2008) 
 Amendment SB/CB (S-642) (LD 2247 2008) 
 Amendment SA (S-644) (LD 2247 2008) (Passed) 
 Amendment HA/CA (H-1012) (LD 2247 2008) 
 Amendment HB/CA (H-1013) (LD 2247 2008) (Passed) 
 Amendment HC/CA (H-1014) (LD 2247 2008) 
 Amendment HA (H-1015) (LD 2247 2008) 
  
 
 
Floor Proceedings and Debate 
 HOUSE, March 5, 2008 (H1138-1153) 
 ● p. H-1140 
 SENATE, March 6, 2008 (S1526-1539) 
 ● p. S-1526 
 HOUSE, April 8, 2008 (H1470-1490) 
 ● p. H-1476  (Amendment(s) H-914, H-915 (p 1477)) 
 HOUSE, April 15, 2008 (H1585-1619) 
 ● p. H-1590  (Remarks) (Roll Call(s) (p 1596)) (Amendment(s) H-914, H-915) 
 HOUSE, April 15, 2008 (H1585-1619) 
 ● p. H-1596  (Roll Call(s) (p 1596, 1597, 1598 (2))) (Amendment(s) H-914, H-915, H-1013, H-
1014 (p 1597), H-1012 (p 1597)) 
 HOUSE, April 15, 2008 (H1585-1619) 
 ● p. H-1613  (Remarks (in passing)) 
 HOUSE, April 15, 2008 (H1585-1619) 
 ● p. H-1618  (Roll Call(s)) (Amendment(s) H-914, H-1013, H-1014, S-640, S-644) 
 HOUSE, April 15, 2008 (H1585-1619) 
 ● p. H-1619  (Remarks) (Roll Call(s)) (Amendment(s) H-914, H-1013, S-640, S-644) 
 SENATE, April 15, 2008 (S1998-2024) 
 ● p. S-2013  (Remarks) (Roll Call(s) (p 2020, 2021)) (Amendment(s) H-914, H-915, H-1013, H-
1014, S-640, S-644 (p 2020)) 
 SENATE, April 15, 2008 (S1998-2024) 
 ● p. S-2023  (Roll Call(s)) (Amendment(s) H-914, H-1013, S-640, S-644) 
 HOUSE, April 16, 2008 (H1620-1658) 
 ● p. H-1643  (Remarks (in passing)) 
  
Enacted Law or Resolve 
 PL 2007, c. 629 
  
Reports and Other Related Documents 
 Final Report of the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services: Review of the 
Fund for a Healthy Maine (October 1, 2008) 
 (Pursuant to PL 2007, c. 629, sec. H-1) 
 Joint Standing Comm. on Health and Human Services. Study of Allocations of the Fund for a 
Healthy Maine (December 2015) 
 (Pursuant to PL 2007, c. 629, sec. H-1) 
  
Cross References 
 PL 2003, c. 469, Pt. F, s. 1 (LD 1611) 
 PL 2005, c. 394, s. 4 (LD 1673) 
  
News Articles 
 Panel to examine new Dirigo package (Quinn, Francis X.) (Bangor Daily News, 3/5/2008) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232195.pdf) 
 Program funding impasse (Cover, Susan M.) (Kennebec Journal, 3/14/2008) ● (Available on 
request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232226.pdf) 
 Smokers, patients to pay for Dirigo? (Haskell, Meg) (Bangor Daily News, 3/14/2008) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232227.pdf) 
 A smoke-screen for DirigoChoice (Sun-Journal (Lewiston), 3/17/2008) ● (Available on 
request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232231.pdf) 
 Dirigo's future (Bangor Daily News, 3/18/2008) ● (Available on request—please include the 
following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-2247/SB1232233.pdf) 
 Baldacci backs cigarette tax hike (Cover, Susan M.) (Kennebec Journal, 4/2/2008) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232291.pdf) 
 Dirigo health experiment well-intentioned failure (Bragdon, Tarren) (Bangor Daily News, 
4/3/2008) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-2247/SB1232295.pdf) 
 New cig tax revenue for Dirigo unlikely (Wallack, Victoria) (Lincoln County News, 4/3/2008) 
● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232301.pdf) 
 Tax plan ignites debate (Cover, Susan M.) (Kennebec Journal, 4/3/2008) ● (Available on 
request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232296.pdf) 
 Dirigo bill to help more Mainers get insurance (Baldacci, John) (Bangor Daily News, 
4/5/2008) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-2247/SB1232312.pdf) 
 A clearer view about tobacco taxes (Sun-Journal (Lewiston), 4/8/2008) ● (Available on 
request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232319.pdf) 
 Bill aims to rescue troubled DirigoChoice (Haskell, Meg) (Bangor Daily News, 4/8/2008) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232325.pdf) 
 Bill sets fixed fee for Dirigo insurers (Huang, Josie) (Portland Press Herald, 4/8/2008) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232322.pdf) 
 Worse ideas still infect Dirigo funding debate (Portland Press Herald, 4/9/2008) ● (Available 
on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232332.pdf) 
 Dirigo's impact (Mitchell, Elizabeth) (Capital Weekly, 4/10/2008) ● (Available on request—
please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-2247/SB1232343.pdf) 
 A booster shot, and more, for health care (Mitchell, Elizabeth) (Portland Press Herald, 
4/11/2008) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-2247/SB1232349.pdf) 
 Smokers incensed over tax proposal (Huang, Josie) (Portland Press Herald, 4/11/2008) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232358.pdf) 
 Best idea for Augusta: No new taxes on beer and wine - or anything else (DiMillo, Steve and 
Kane, Jeff) (Portland Press Herald, 4/16/2008) ● (Available on request—please include 
the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-2247/SB1232383.pdf) 
 Dollars for Dirigo (Cover, Susan M.) (Kennebec Journal, 4/16/2008) ● (Available on 
request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232387.pdf) 
 Raise a glass to Dirigo? (Bangor Daily News, 4/16/2008) ● (Available on request—please 
include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-2247/SB1232376.pdf) 
 Taxing situation (Pfeffer, Richard) (Sun-Journal (Lewiston), 4/16/2008) ● (Available on 
request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232375.pdf) 
 Baldacci signs bill for funding Dirigo (Cover, Susan M.) (Kennebec Journal, 4/17/2008) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232393.pdf) 
 Democrats slip in tax increases with night vote (Kennebec Journal, 4/17/2008) ● (Available 
on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232392.pdf) 
 Dirigo taxes upset business community (Leary, Mal) (Bangor Daily News, 4/22/2008) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: 123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-
2247/SB1232408.pdf) 
 Effort under way to repeal tax hike on beverages (Wallack, Victoria) (Ellsworth American, 
4/24/2008) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-2247/SB1232414.pdf) 
 Beverage tax increase for Dirigo targets unhealthy behaviors (Smith, Gordon) (Kennebec 
Journal, 4/25/2008) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
123/LD22xx/nc123-ld-2247/SB1232419.pdf) 
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